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WHERE ARE THEY NOW

Page 4 of the December 1973 issue of the
Studebaker Drivers Club’s Turning Wheels had a listing
of 1956-58 Golden Hawks which was maintained by
Vince Habel of Columbia PA. This listing included 19
SDC members who owned 1956 Golden Hawks. 11 serial
numbers and 2 body numbers were listed on that page.

Some of you had contacted Vince while he was
keeping his roster. Shortly after our Club was formed,
Vince Habel contacted me and sent me all the data he had
collected on the 56J.

To date, we have only been able to identify the
whereabouts of 3 of those 11 serial numbers.

Ron Meyer currently owns serial #6030754 (owned
at that time by Michael M. Elling), Myron McDonald
owns serial #6031949 (owned by C. Edwin Lewis), and
Bob Edwards now owns serial # 6033090 (owned by
James S. Hopper.)

The April, 1980 issue of Turning Wheels had a 56J
(serial #6031705) on the cover and a story of the car and
its owner, David Giammattei. The same car appears on a
post card issued by Autosport Specialty of Knoxville TN.
Vince Hable wrote that David had sold his 56J because he
learned that it wasn’t original. This car did seem to be in
excellent shape and I have to assume it is still around. But
where is it?

It is certainly possible that all of the cars not
accounted for from that 1973 listing are no longer with us.
We may never know, but we get a lot smarter every time
we zero in on the location of another 1956 Golden Hawk.

TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE?
Our Club is half way through its third year of

existence now and it is hard to imagine that anyone with a
56J doesn’t know about us. Thanks to the kindness of
SDC notables such as Richard Quinn, Fred K. Fox, and
George Krem, who have either written about us in
Turning Wheels, or mentioned us at national meets, we
certainly have had exposure. Let’s face it. If Ali Drimmer
of Goteborg, Sweden, and Filipe Santana of Mayaguez,
Puerto Rico have heard of us, I’d say the word is out.

My ad in the May issue of Turning Wheels brought
a good response with 7 new members joining our ranks.
We also lost one member as Sam Reed (#35) sold his car
to one of the new members, Denver Berkebile of
Johnstown PA.

I have personally spoken to, or have written to about
ten current 1956 Golden Hawk owners, asking them to
send me their car’s serial number and they have not
responded. I have even included a SASPC (self addressed
stamped post card) with my questions about their car and
spaces for their answers. All they had to do was fill in a
few numbers and drop the card in the mail. I don’t know
how I could make it any easier, yet still now answer. I
guess some people just don’t want to get involved,
figuring it is too good to be true.

THE EXPERT
Issue #010 contained quite a bit of information in

response to Dale Long’s request for help on his
tachometer problem. This issue has some good
information regarding Howard Hinshaw’s questions on
the Packard engine.

If you have a question, send it to me and I can
promise you two things. First, I probably won’t know the
answer. Second, I will print it in the next issue of 56J
ONLY and very probably, someone will respond. This is
a great way to get some information as your question will
reach the people most likely to know the answer.

Several of our members have had their cars for over
thirty years and have quite a wealth of information to
contribute.

We have nearly 100 members and together, we are
as close to “the expert” as you can get.

Who’s Who
We Have had quite a few new members signing up

recently, so I decided it was time to include another roster.
Please report any errors.
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SUMMARY
JIM MIELKE AND CHARLES ADAMS TALK ABOUT THE PACKARD OHV V-8.

JIM LUCAS ADVISES USING “LABELLE 101" OIL FOR LUBRICATING YOUR TACHOMETER.

CHUCK BERRYMAN WONDERS IF DECALS WERE USED ON THE CHROME VALVE COVERS.

GEOFF FORS HAS DELCO RADIO SERVICE MANUALS AND CAN HELP ANYONE WITH RADIO PROBLEMS.

CHARLES ADAMS STATES THAT THE 374 CID PACKARD ENGINE WILL FIT IN THE 56J.

GEOFF FORS ASKS IF ANY GOLDEN HAWKS CAME WITH THE POWER SEAT OPTION.

BILL GLASS SAYS THERE ARE SOME HEIGHT ADJUSTMENT SHIMS.

JOHN BRICHETTO, AUTOSPORT SPECIALTY, WANTS TO KNOW HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE INTERESTED IN
SEAT BELT DECALS.  P.O. BOX 9553 KNOXVILLE TN 37920   615-573-2580.
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