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ACCESSORY CODES FOR LOS ANGELES PRODUCED 56Js

SPECIAL THANKS TO RICHARD QUINN

Many of our member’s cars were assembled at
Studebaker Pacific in Vernon, California. This plant is
better known as the Los Angeles assembly plant.

If you ordered a copy of the original production
order for your Los Angeles produced 56J, you probably
felt that it did not provide very much information. All
those numbers on the bottom half of the form were a
nagging mystery and had no value.

We had discussed these codes in issues 002 & oo3
and were unable to identify a correlation between the
numbers and the option they identified.

Richard Quinn has provided an Accessory Code
cross reference and I take great pleasure in printing it in
this issue of 56J ONLY. Richard writes the Studebaker
Almanac column in the Studebaker Drivers Club’s
Turning Wheels.

Based on the copies of the original production
orders I have received, Los Angeles production of 1956
Golden Hawks probably totaled less than 600 cars and the
identity of the accessory codes affects only 28 of the 120
cars owned by our members.

Although this represents a small percentage, it puts
us all on even terms.

So all you LA produced 56J owners, grab your
copy of the original production order and find out what
equipment was fitted to your car when it was sold new.
Thanks again to Richard.

DUES INCREASE
Due to the increase in postage, I find it necessary to

raise the dues for our Club. The old and new rates are
listed below. (Sorry)

____OLD RATE_____ ____NEW RATE___
Car’s Serial Number Car’s Serial Number

Car’s Body Number

HOW MUCH IS IT WORTH

First the good news. OLD CARS PRICE GUIDE is
published by Krause Publications of Iola, Wisconsin. Cars
are rated on a 1 to 6 scale with 1 being a perfect 100 point
car, and 6, a parts car. Most driveable old cars which have
not been restored, but still work and show minimal wear
would be rated 3.

I have a few old issues of the Guide and found
the following prices for the different ratings.
YR 6 5 4 3 2 1
82 1500 2500 3500 7500 9500
84 1500 2500 3500 7500 9500
86 1500 3000 5000 7000 10000
87 1500 3000 5000 7000 10000
88 1200 3750 6250 8750 12500
91 950 1750 4800 8000 11200 16000

As you can see, not much changed from 1982
through 1987, but in the last four years there has been a
significant increase in value. If you have owned your 56J
for a while, I’m sure that the $16,000 figure looks pretty
good.

The actual value of your car will still be
governed by the good old laws of supply and demand but
the above figures can certainly serve as a guide.

The only post war Studebakers with a higher
rated value are the 1963 - 1964 Avanti and the 1947 -
1952 Convertibles. It looks like we made a wise choice.
Not only is the 56J one of the nicest looking and most
powerful Studebakers ever built, but it is also proving to
be one of the best investments.

And now for the bad news. I received a letter
from Ben J. Dyer, President of The Gold Book which lists
used car values. In his book, he rates the 56J as follows:
Fair $2400, Good $5000, Exc. $8800. Sadly, not as rosy a
picture. See his letter inside. If you decide to subscribe,
mention our Club for a 15% discount.
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